
Christmas morning, listen care-
fully. You may hear then what 
words can't say. 

by Alan Harris 

Q: If Santa doesn't have to age, 
then why has he become old? 
A: He only appears to be old. 
He's an undercover kid.  

Q: How can a sleigh possibly fly 
through the air? 
A: If you were being pulled by 
eight flying reindeer, wouldn't 
you fly too?  

Q: How many gifts can Santa 
Claus's bag hold? 
A: One less than infinity. Why 
one less? Because there's a limit 
to everything.  

Q: How could a star that is high 
in the sky lead the Wise Men to 
a tiny manger on the ground? 
A: Wisely, toward the end of 
their journey they asked direc-
tions from someone on the road. 

Had they not been so wise, they 
might have missed the manger 
by several hundred miles. (That 
person on the road has never 
been identified.)  

Q: Is there really a Mrs. Santa 
Claus? 
A: The best way to know for sure 
is to ask Santa Claus next time 
you see him.  

Q: Why do we hear so many 
bells at Christmas time? 
A: Because so many people ring 
them.  

Q: Why do so many people ring 
bells at Christmas time? 
A: For the poor, for the joy, and 
because a bell can say what 
words can't say.  

Q: What can't words say? 
A: The moment you wake up on 
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Positive Behavior Supports ~ Everyone is Responsible  

As parents, I believe that we 

would all agree that one of the 

most important goals we have for 

our children is for them to even-

tually become responsible adults 

that are able to live independ-

ently.  Everyone being responsi-

ble is also a behavior expectation 

that is part of the Positive Behav-

ior Support program being imple-

mented at Cottonwood this 

school year.   
 

Students are being rewarded for 

being their B.E.S.T. ( Be an ac-

tive learner, Everyone is respon-

sible, Show respect, and Team-

work)  at school with Coyote 

Cash.   This month in the news-

letter we will be discussing the 

behavior expectation of Every-

one is Responsible.   
 

There are so many skills associ-

ated with being a responsible 

member of any group that it 

was very difficult for the staff 

to decide upon just a few.  We 

all agreed that teaching a few 

very important skills about re-

sponsibility would be the best 

way to see lasting change in the 

studentsô behavior at school.  In 

the classrooms and during spe-

cials, being responsible means 

that students are doing their best 

work and they come to school 

and class prepared with every-

thing they need.  In the hallways, 

being responsible means that 

they are walking and completing 

their task and returning to class 

as soon as possi-

ble.  At recess 

and on the play-

ground, being 

responsible means 

that students fol-

low the equipment 

rules at all times.  Finally, in 

the restrooms, being responsible 

means that students wash their 

hands, keep the bathroom area 

clean, and donôt climb on the 

stall walls or doors.  In all areas 

of the school, taking care of 

school materials and property is 

also a behavior that is taught and 

rewarded.   
 

In next monthôs newsletter, learn 

about the ñSò in B.E.S.T.  ï 

Show Respect.   
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òWORKING TOGETHER, LEARNING TOGETHERó 
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C O T T O N W O O D  C H R O N I C L E 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E : 

P r i n c i p a l  N e w s 

P B I S 

1  

H o l i d a y / M u s i c  

A c t i v i t i e s  

 

T a r d i n e s s 

2  

C h r i s t m a s  

T r i v i a 

A  L o o k  A h e a d 

3  

S n o w  D a y s  &  

S c h o o l  C l o s i n g s 

 

C a l e n d a r 

 

4  
 
 
 
 

5  
 

L u n c h  M e n u 

 

6  

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 

COTTONWOOD 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
I believe that I can learn the 
skills necessary to become a 
caring, creative, and productive 
person.  I believe I can demon-
strate: 
 

Independence, responsibil-
ity, and healthy self-
esteem. 
A positive attitude. 
Proficiency in reading, 
math, written communica-
tion, social studies, science 
and technology. 
Academic and social 
problem solving skills. 

 
Staff, parents, and the commu-
nity will provide the support 
necessary to achieve this mis-
sion. 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.usd305.com/cottonwood  



Students 
will be per-
forming a  
special 
Christmas 
Program 

in the Cotton-
wood gym.  

Students need to 
be at Cottonwood 
School by 6:45 p.m.   

Please have your 
child dress appro-
priatelyé..dresses, 
slacks, nice jeans, 
nice shirt, etc. 
 

Grades 3 and 4 
will perform 

òBelieve ó on 
Tuesday,  Decem-
ber 8th at 7:00 pm. 

Grades 1 and 2 
will perform 
òReindeer, Rein-
deer Everywhere!ó 
on Thursday,  
December 
10th at 
7:00 
p.m. 

Dec. 15, 16, 17 

Staff and students are 

invited to  sing 

Christmas carols  

in the front  

hallway from  

8:20 am to 8:30 am.  

Dec. 1st - 15th 

Student Council will 

be holding a food 

drive.  Donations 

will given to the 

Ashby House and the 

Food Bank. 

C H R I S TM A S  M U S IC  P R O G R A M S  

H O L I D A Y  A C T I V I T I E S  

T A R D I N E S S 
reading class.  Very 

important skills and 

concepts are taught 

during those first min-

utes of class.  Without 

those concepts, learn-

ing to read is more 

difficult.  Please note 

how many instruc-

tional days your child 

loses by being tardy: 

5 minutes a day = 3 

days a year 

15 minutes a day = 9 

days a year 

30 minutes a day = 

18 days a year 

In addition, prompt-

ness is an important 

life skill that can be 

learned through prac-

tice.  Please help 

model this important 

skill for your children. 

The number of stu-

dents who are tardy 

on a regular basis is a 

concern.  Being late 

for school hurts your 

childõs learning.  Did 

you know that a stu-

dent who is ten min-

utes late every day 

will miss 30 hours of 

instruction during the 

year?  All students 

start their day with 

When a student 

walks into class 

late it disrupts 

the teacher and 

the students, and 

detracts from 

the learning 

process. 
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Winter Recess 
 

No School 

December 18 

To 

January 3 

Dec. 17th 

Classroom parties 

will be held at 2:45.  

Please remember that 

pop, sports drinks, or 

homemade treats are 

not allowed.  



School 
Meal 

Reminder  
Elementary stu-

dents must bring 
money to pur-
chase milk to 
drink with a sack 
lunch or extra 
milk with their 
regular lunch. 
They may not 
use their school 
meal accounts to 
buy milk. The 
charge for milk is 
50 cents per car-
ton.  One carton 
of milk is in-
cluded with the 
price of a 
s c h o o l 
meal. 

1. What colorful twinkling 
items are the first thing usually 
hung on a Christmas tree? 
2. Name one of the most fa-
mous tree toppers. 
3. What do English children 
expect to find their presents 
in?  
4. On what dates are gifts 
given in Italy?  
5. What symbolically does the 
"X" in X-mas stand for?  
6. What saint brought Christ-

mas to Ireland in the 5th 
Century?  

7. What holiday film 
annually appears on 
television more than 
three hundred times?  
8. According to super-
stition, what do cattle 
do at midnight on 

Christmas Eve?  

9. What romantic tradi-
tion did England save 
while others allowed it to 
perish?  
10. What is the "flower of 
the night" in Mexico?  
11. Of 365 days, what 
number is Christmas 
Day?  
12. What German Tradi-
tion has never gained mass 
acceptance by the French?  
13. What plant creation is 
hung on doors during Christ-
mas time?  
14. On what day do French 
parents exchange presents?  
15. According to superstition, 
what happens to bread baked 
on Christmas? 
16. On what date do Mexican 
children receive their Gifts?  
17. What department store 

chain is re-
sponsible for 
Rudolph? 
18. Why 
should you be 
careful with 
holly berries?  

19. What di-
rection did the 

star lead the three kings? 

20. Who wishes you the very 
best Holiday Season? 
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Notice of  

Nondiscrimination 

 

Unified School District 

#305 does not discrimi-

nate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, 

age, or disability in admis-

sion or access to, or treat-

ment or employment in, 

its programs and activi-

ties. Any person having 

inquiries concerning Uni-

fied School District #305 

compliance with the regu-

lations implementing Title 

VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 

504 is directed to contact 

the Unified School District 

#305 Deputy Superinten-

dent, P.O. Box 797, Sa-

lina, Kansas 67402, 785-

309-4726. 

 

January 4th     Classes Resume  

January 4th     PTA Meeting  

January 18th     No School  

February 10th & 11th   Conferences  

March 5th     No School  

March 15th -  19th   Spring Break  

May 20th     Last Day of School  

A Look Ahead......  
1.Lights   2.Angel/Star   3.Their stockings   
4.January 6   5.Christ     6.St. Patrick  7.Itõs 
a Wonderful Life   8.Speak  9.Kissing 
under the mistletoe  10.Poinsettia  
11.Three hundred & fifty -nine  12.The 
Christmas Tree  13.Wreaths  14.New 
Years Day  15.It never gets moldy  
16.January 6  17.Montgomery Wards  
18.They are poisonous  19.Westward  
20.Everyone at Cottonwood Elementary.  
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Radio Stations  
 

KSAL 1150 AM  

KYEZ 93.7 FM  

KZBZ 104.9 FM  

KSAJ 98.5 FM  

KBLS 102.5 FM  

KABI 1560 AM  

KSKG 99.9 FM  

KINA 910 AM 

KCVS 91.7 FM  

KQNS 95.5 FM  

KILS 92.7 FM  

KHCC/KHCD 89.5 FM  

KNCK 1390 AM  

KISS 94.9 FM  

WIBW 580 AM  

WIBW 94.5 FM 

 

 TV Stations  
 

KSN-TV3 Channel 3  

KAKE TV Channel 10  

KWCH-TV Channel 12  

WIBW Channel 13  

KSNT Channel 27  

home when weather conditions are extreme. 
The absence will be excused as long as the 
parent has followed normal procedures for 
reporting a school absence.  

 Bus Stops: Parents and care givers 
should meet students at bus stops when 
buses are running on emergency schedules. 
If the safety of a student is in question, the 
bus driver will return the student back to 
school and the parent or care giver will be 
notified. 

 Web site:  School closures or delayed 
start announcements will be posted by 5:30 
a.m. on the district's web site at 
www.usd305.com. Early dismissal 
announcements will also be posted. 

 Media Announcements:  Parents, 
students and staff should listen to radio or 
television for school closure information 
beginning at 5 a.m. If schools dismiss early, 
the media will begin airing the announcement 
as soon as possible.  

 The media will only announce school 
closures authorized by the superintendent of 
schools or his/her designee. All 
announcements are for one day only. If no 
announcement is made, school will convene 
or dismiss at the regularly-scheduled time.  

Tune in to local media or 
www.usd305.com   

for School Closing Announcements  
 

  Salina USD 305 may close school, 
schedule a two-hour delayed start time or 
allow early dismissal in extreme weather. 
The superintendent of schools will make the 
decision after consulting with the bus 
company, the director of operations and the 
coordinator of maintenance and operations.  

 School Closing or Delayed Start: 
Every effort will be made to make the 
decision by 5 a.m. on the day schools will be 
closed or delayed. Breakfast will not be 
served on days when a two-hour delayed 
start time is scheduled. 

 Early Dismissal: If conditions require 
early dismissal, the announcement will be 
made no later than one and one-half (1.5) 
hours prior to dismissal times.  

 Develop An Emergency Plan: Parents 
and care givers should establish an 
emergency plan for children in the event that 
schools are closed, start late or are 
dismissed early. Children should be 
instructed on what to do if a parent or care 
giver is not at home.  

 Parents have the option to keep children 

* * S N O W  D A Y S  &  S C H O O L  C L O S I N G S * *  

how important this good habit is:  

1.  Wash your hands in warm water. 
Make sure the water isn't too hot 
for little hands.  

2.  Use soap and lather up for about 
10 to 15 seconds (antibacterial 
soap isn't necessary ð any soap 
will do). Make sure you get in 
between the fingers and under 
the nails where uninvited germs 
like to hang out. And don't forget 
the wrists!  

3.  Rinse and dry well with a clean 
towel.  

Don't underestimate the power of 

hand washing! The few seconds you 

spend at the sink could save you 

trips to the doctor's office.  

When kids come into 

contact with  germs, 

they can 

unknowingly become 

infected simply by 

touching their eyes, 

nose, or mouth. And 

once they're infected, 

it's usually just a 

matter of time before the whole 

family comes down with the same 

illness.  

Washing Hands Correctly                           

Here's how to  scrub those germs 

away. Demonstrate this routine to 

your kids ð or better yet, wash your 

hands together often so they learn 

Handwashing - Germôs Biggest Enemy 

http://www.usd305.com/
http://www.usd305.com/

