
lect a free book for 
them to take home. 

Please support the 
school in finding a 
special time each day 
for reading. You wonôt 
be disappointed. 

A t  C o t t o n w o o d 
School, we are com-
mitted to having every 
child reading inde-
pendently and well. 
We know that the abil-
ity to read is the key to 
success and that early 
involvement by par-
ents can increase 
reading skills. 

If daily 20-minute 
readings begin in in-
fancy, by the time a 
child is 5 years old, he 
or she will have been 
fed roughly 600 hours 
of brain food!  On the 
other hand, children 
who are not read to, 
enter school with little 

or no hours of brain 
food!  It is very difficult 
for teachers to make 
up for those lost 
hours. 

Cottonwood asks 
families to spend 20 
minutes every evening 
reading with your chil-
dren. Parents are 
asked to record the 
minutes read on a 
ñRead and Returnò 
form and return the 
form to their teacher 
each Friday. Students 
can receive 20 ñpointsò 
a week for reading at 
home.  Each time your 
child earns 300 points 
he/she will get to se-

F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L:  

READ WITH YOUR CHILD~ITõS THE MOST 

I M P O R T A N T  2 0  M I N U T E S  O F  Y O U R  D A Y ! 

Positive Behavior Supports  (PBIS)  

As parents and 
teachers, we all 
know that the best 

way to improve the behav-
ior of children is to recognize 
good behavior when we see it.  
Positive Behavior Supports is a 
behavior program that is cur-
rently being implemented at Cot-
tonwood that is built upon this 
very concept.  Beginning last 
school year, the staff has been 
deciding upon a few specific 

behavior expectations that we 
would like to see the students 
display while they are at school.  
These behaviors are based upon 
four broad social skills:  Be an 
active learner, Everyone is re-
sponsible, Show respect, and 
Teamwork (B.E.S.T.).   Teachers 
will be specifically teaching and 
re-teaching these basic behavior 
expectations throughout the 
school year.  The key component 
of the Positive Behavior Support 

program is that students are 
rewarded for demonstrating 
those behavior skills.  At Cotton-
wood, this means that students 
will be rewarded with Coyote 
Cash.  Each month, the classes 
are given the opportunity to buy 
ñgoodiesò from the Cash and 
Carry Store.  In the following 
months, read more in the Cotton-
wood newsletter to learn the 
specific behavior expectations for 

the students while at school.        
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òWORKING TOGETHER, LEARNING TOGETHERó 
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C O T T O N W O O D  C H R O N I C L E 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E : 

R e a d  &  R e t u r n 

P B I S 

1  

H i g h l y  

Q u a l i f i e d  

S t u d e n t  S a f e t y 

2  

H a l l o w e e n  

P a r t i e s  

A  L o o k  A h e a d 

3  

B o o  T o  T h e  F l u 

F a m i l y  W a l k 

 

C a l e n d a r 

4  

 

 

5  

 

L u n c h  M e n u 

 

 

 

 

6  

Give your child the gift 

of 20 minutes each day 

reading together. 

COTTONWOOD 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
I believe that I can learn the 
skills necessary to become a 
caring, creative, and productive 
person.  I believe I can demon-
strate: 
 

Independence, responsibil-
ity, and healthy self-
esteem. 
A positive attitude. 
Proficiency in reading, 
math, written communica-
tion, social studies, science 
and technology. 
Academic and social 
problem solving skills. 

 
Staff, parents, and the commu-
nity will provide the support 
necessary to achieve this mis-
sion. 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.usd305.com/cottonwood  



Salina Public Schools are 

proud of our record of em-

ploying the highest quality 

teachers and paraprofes-

sionals available.  As a 

parent or guardian, you 

have the right to inquire 

about the professional 

qualifications of all in-

structional staff serving 

your child. 
 

Under the òNo Child Left 

Behindó Act, all public 

school districts are re-

quired to provide the fol-

lowing information on in-

structors upon parent re-

quest: 

Whether the State of 

Kansas has licensed or 

qualified the teacher for 

the grade and/or sub-

ject taught. 

Whether the teacher is 

teaching under an 

emergency permit or 

other provisional status 

through which Kansas 

licensing criteria have 

been waived; the 

teacherõs college major, 

and the subject of any 

advanced degrees, if 

any. 

Whether any instruc-

tional aides or Para 

educators provide ser-

vices to the child and, if 

so, the qualifications of 

those staff members. 
 

All parents and guardians 

are welcome to call the 

principal to request the 

above information, or to 

ask for more information 

concerning the òNo Child 

Left Behindó mandates 

that ensure that all in-

structional staff are highly 

qualified. 

October 23rd in the 

gym from 6 p.m. to 

8 p.m.  The night 

will be filled with 

bingo, yummy food, 

popcorn ,  g rea t 

prizes, and lots of 

fun.  All parents and 

October 23rd  

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

Concessions open at 

5:30 pm  

 

The Cottonwood 

PTA will be sponsor-

ing a Bingo Night on 

students are invited.  

Bingo cards will be 

$1.00 each and the 

drinks will be free. 

 

Come join the fun 

and have a great 

time! 

H I G H L Y  Q U A L I F I E D  T E AC H E R S 

B I N G O  N I G H T 

S T U D E N T  S A F E T Y 
threat exits.  (For example:  

a prisoner escapes from the 

jail and is seen traveling 

towards Cottonwood.) 

The second procedure is 

used to get all students 

locked in classrooms (away 

from hallways) and out of 

harmõs way when an inside 

threat exists.  The intent of 

this plan is to separate an 

intruder in the building from 

the students. 

Teachers and staff will be 

discussing the purposes for 

these drills with students 

prior to the drills.  The drills 

will teach our students what 

will be said over the inter-

com system should a threat 

present itself in the build-

ing, what will occur during 

the drill, and what students 

should do if they find them-

selves outside of their 

classroom in a real emer-

gency. 

This drill is a regular part of 

our school safety program, 

as are fire and tornado 

drills.  We have in place 

procedures that cover a 

wide range of emergency 

situations.  As always, our 

first concern is to protect 

the safety of our students 

and staff.  Rest assured 

that we will keep you in-

formed of any major event. 

Cottonwood School will be 

practicing building lock-

down procedures during the 

month of October.  A lock-

down would be used any-

time students need to be 

contained and protected 

inside the building. 

There are two types of lock-

downsé. 

The first ensures that all 

outside doors (including the 

Front Door) are locked and 

no students are allowed 

outside the building, but we 

conduct business as usual 

within the school.  This pro-

cedure would be used if the 

possibility of an outside 

Please visit with 
your students 

about the 
importance of 

practicing these 
drills.  It is 

essential that 
students 

understand this 
is just another 

way to be 
prepared in the 

event an 
emergency 

should occur.  
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BINGO NIGHT 

October 23rd 

Cottonwood is proud 

to employ only the 

highest quality  

teachers and paras. 

Highly  

Qualified 



Weather permitting, there 

will be a costume parade 

for the students on Octo-

ber 30. Students will leave 

the front door of the 

school at approximately 

8:30. The parade will 

move south on Phillips to 

Spruce. They will travel 

East on Spruce, North on 

Baker, West on Walnut 

and finally return to school 

on Phillips.  

 

Afternoon kindergarten 

will parade at 12:45 fol-

lowing the same route.   If 

the weather does not co-

operate, the parades will 

take place in the building. 

Costumes that interfere 

with classroom routines 

may be changed after the 

parade. We hope that you 

can come to watch the 

children (Donõt forget your 

camera!) 

 

Class-

room 

parties 

are 

sched-

uled for the last 

30 minutes of 

the day. The 

morning party 

will start at 

11:00. The af-

ternoon kinder-

garten, as well as grades 

1-5, will begin their parties 

at approximately 3:00 PM.  

 

USD 305 Wellness Guide-

lines state:  No carbon-

ated drinks (pop or sports 

drinks) and treats must be 

pre-packaged (store 

bought) and have 

a nutritional label. 

 

A special thank 

you to the PTA 

parents who are 

volunteering to 

provide treats for 

these parties!  

Halloween - Parades and Parties   
Page 3 O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9  I S S U E 

Notice of  

Nondiscrimination 

 

Unified School District 

#305 does not discrimi-

nate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, 

age, or disability in admis-

sion or access to, or treat-

ment or employment in, 

its programs and activi-

ties. Any person having 

inquiries concerning Uni-

fied School District #305 

compliance with the regu-

lations implementing Title 

VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 

504 is directed to contact 

the Unified School District 

#305 Deputy Superinten-

dent, P.O. Box 797, Sa-

lina, Kansas 67402, 785-

309-4726. 

 

November 2nd    PTA Meeting  

November 3rd    Band Concert  

November 4th    Picture Retakes  

November 25th ˿27th   Thanksgiving Break  

December 10th    Band Concert  

December 18th    No School  

Dec. 21st -  Jan. 3rd   Winter Recess  

A Look Ahead......  Kids who miss 

class, Miss out 

on learning  

When it comes to school, 

students who miss 

schoolé.miss out. They 

miss out on opportuni-

ties to learn, build lasting 

friendships, and develop 

the skills and attitudes 

needed to become good 

citizens and valued em-

ployees.  

There is a very strong 

connection between stu-

dent attendance and 

student performance in 

school. Our research 

shows that students who 

attend school every day 

pass state tests in read-

ing and math at much 

higher rates than stu-

dents who attend school 

less than 85% of the 

time. Higher attendance 

equals higher achieve-

ment for all students. 

Remember:  Every Day 

Counts! 

Schoo l Pict ures  -  Oct ob er  7t h  

Remember to comb your hair, brush your teeth, 

wear your best clothes and most important...   

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÍÉÌÅȢ ƽ   
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October 6, 2009  

5:30 -6:30 pm  
 

Come 

out 

and 

join in 

the ex-

citement of the 4th annual 

Family Fun Walk.  Discover 

how many times around 

the school and playground 

equals a mile!  

 

There will be fun and fit-

ness for the entire family!  

Family Fun Walk 
 
Prize drawings will be held 

at 6:15 p.m.  
 
In case of rain, the event 

will be held inside the 

school.  

School Security  
 

For the security of our students and staff, only the front door of Cottonwood is unlocked during school 
hours.  Please enter the front doors on Phillips by the flagpole.  Upon arriving, please sign in at the office 
�D�Q�G���J�H�W���D���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�·�V���E�D�G�J�H�� 

Act now and treat 
your family to a 
healthier flu sea-

son 
Get Vaccinated Now! 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention now recommend all children from 6 months through 18 years old get vaccinated 
against the flu. Get your family vaccinated in October and November, before flu activity peaks. If you do not get vaccinated early, 
you can still get vaccinated late in the season, in December, January and beyond. 
Once your child is vaccinated, use these tricks to make the flu virus too scared 
to hang around your house this flu season! 
(1) Sing & Scrub: Make sure kids wash their hands the right way. They should wash frequently with warm water and soap for at 

�O�H�D�V�W���������V�H�F�R�Q�G�V�����W�K�H���W�L�P�H���L�W���W�D�N�H�V���W�R���V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���³�+�D�S�S�\���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�´���V�R�Q�J���W�Z�L�F�H���� 
(2) Do the Elbow Cough: Teach kids to cough into elbows, not hands, where they are more likely to spread bacteria and viruses 

through touch. 
(3) Disinfect Hot Spots: Kids can touch up to 300 surfaces in 30 minutes, so be sure to disinfect the surfaces kids touch most fre-

quently �²  like doorknobs, light switches, faucets or toys. Use a disinfectant approved to kill cold and flu viruses. 
(4) �)�R�O�O�R�Z���*�R�R�G���+�H�D�O�W�K���*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����(�D�W���U�L�J�K�W�����H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���D�Q�G���J�H�W���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���V�O�H�H�S���W�R���K�H�O�S���E�R�R�V�W���\�R�X�U���E�R�G�\�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���I�L�J�K�W���W�K�H���H�I�Iects of 

colds and flu. 
Visit www.SayBooToTheFlu.com for more information. 


